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By Brod fenson

alking to the main wharl in
Port Renfrew  my  senses
were overwhelmed by the

picturesque environment. Rugged moun-
tains 1owered over the inlet with moture fir
and cedar trees stretching skywand and
providing an odour that was plensing in
the early morning dawn. The sea air wafi-
ed towards us with the pungent smell of
kelp and shellfish that triggered vivid
memones of fishing the Pacific. The
excitement wis building,

Cnr Captain, John Wells, of Hind Sight
Fishing Charlers, met ws at the boal.
John's rugred frame, wool sweater and
wealhered hands sald a lot about the man.
His lace was dark from davs of exposure
i sea air and the coastal sun beating down
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on him. My brother, Tim, and 1 were wel-
comed aboard and little time was wasted
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Wt Welis knowws e seas wall and
0 hotspos quickiy

before departing for the open seas,
The sturdy fibreglass boat was soon roc-
ing over the calm water and John instruct-

ed us o setthe into o comfortable seat and
enjov 0 coffee. We would be traveling
about 25-miles offshore o the Swiftsure
Bank, o well-known hotspot for salmon
and bottom fish.

I owas o beautiful June day, with clear
blue skies amd calm water. Breaking
around the rocky outcrops of the protected
inlel, the waters siretched 1o the harzon,
The snow-capped Olympic Mountains in
Washington State towered across the Strait
of Juan de Fuca in a posteard-like setting
A poxl of gray whales waveled nerth,
breaching on o regular basis, Traveling up
the west coast of Vancouver Island, we
passed an array of beaches, waterfalls and
rugped, rocky shoreline. Killer whales
were hunting the productive strait and



Fal 4]

e Y

o

;f

John cut the engines back o allow ws (o
take pictures when he spotteed 4 400-pound
sunfish basking on the surface. The tnp
was warth the journey offshore just 1o sec
the heauty of the [

Chur big boal didn't ke long o armve o
the productive fishing banks and, when the
GPS swrted beeping, John had the stubby.
solid fibreglass rodds inoour honds withoot

ay. Thie braided line was attached o a
el and spreader bar with a large
weight to get us (o the bottom fast. The
Swiftsure Bank erupts from the depths of
the Pacific to less than 100 feet of water in
several spots. The productive flats arc a
fisherman's dream, teeming with halibut.
lingeod, rockfish and salmon,
We were using lightweight spoons with

no bait (o altract our quarry, 1 guestioned
Tohn about not using bait and he explained
that it simply; wasn’t needed, and that we
wold entch the fsh we were after without
having to deal with sharks and other unde-
sirable species. | flipped the lever on the
level-wind o il watch my spoon dis-

appear into the depths.

When the weight hit the

bottom I tightened
up on the line and
immediately had

a strike.

Tim Fengon leaning into a bottom fish pggad
with a spreader bar-and spoon

WHEN TO PLAN YOUR TRIP
Halibut fishing 15 good all vear but the

season is closed in January. For a multi-

species trip, anglers should consider tim-

ing their trip to coincide with the best

dates to take advantage of the superb

safmaon fishing. According to John, June 4

until september 15th Is typically the best

time for Tyee (chinook over 30 pounds)

but this may fluctuate by as much as two

weeks, Winter

chinacks (Kings) f

are excellant

from November

Gth until March

A0th. Coho or

silvers are avail-

able throughout

most of the year

but arg best dur-

ing the last few months before heading up

river when the fish will rrnge from & to

20-pounds. The larger Coha show up

around September and last until [ata

November.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
John Wells

Hind Sight Fishing Charters

8546 Wast Coast Road

Sooke BG VOSTND

{250) 642-7393

hittp:ffwww hindsightfishing.comy
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PORT RENFREW
ACTIVITIES

Port Renfrew is located on the west
shore of southern Vancouver Istand,
British Columbia, just a two-hour drive
from Victaria, Along with the saltwater
fishing, anglers can also fish for steel-
head. coastal cutthroat trout and rainbow
trout in the area. For a different Kind of
fishing, visitors can try their hand at crab-
bng or smelting.

The community boasts many othar out-
door adventure opportunities that could be
taken in with a fishing adventure, Port
Renfrew is the starfing point for the
famous West Coast Trail, where hiking and
mountain biking can be planned for the
day or an entire weak.

Watching wildlife is popular in the
region and there are an abundance of sea
and tand birds along with elk, deer,
cougars and lack bears. Eco-tours to see
Oreas (killer whales), gray whales, and
humpback whales, as well as seals, por-
poises and sea lions are also avaikable in
the area.

The ever-popular Botanical Beach offers
world-renowned tidal poeols full of intricate
marine life, and is guickly becoming a
favoured location as a storm-watching
vigwpoint. The mouth of the San Juan
River i15 close by and provides angling,
canoeing and explong along the Juan De
Fuca Maring Trail,

When traveling through Viclaria, avid
anglers: will want to check out Island
Dutfitters, the local tackle and sporting
goods store. They have angling reports
and recommendations for most of the
region and offer a superb array of fishing
equipment for salt and fresh waler. They
also offer charters right from the inner

| set the hook with both arms, realed
down quickly, then set the hook again, The
od bounced wp and down, straining my
muscles from my thumbs mght up though

my neck.

With a sheepish grin. John exclaimed
“Laooks like o hali”

| was inching the fish wowards the sur-
face whien Thm reeled on his rod o set the
hooks on another fish, My brother, Tim,
s been fighting cancer for over | 3-years
anel has not been able (o get out and enjoy
the greal outdoors as much as he woold
like. This was 4 special trip for him, as il

was s fiest saltwater adventure, and 11
was shaping up to be a real winner,

il

Severnl minutes passed by bhefore |
caught & ghhmpse of the mottled green skin
of a good-sized halibol. John was ready
with the gaff and save us instmctions on
how o help with the fish so that nelwsdy
gt hrt, These huge, flat fish are extremiy

harbour in Victaria
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= For more infarmation on activities or

accommodations in Port Renfrew contact:
Soule Creek Lodge

Port Renfrew BC VYOS 1KO
1-866-277-6853

www. soulecraekiodpe.com
soulecresklodge@te us.net

powerlul and ean ereate choos if simply
dumpsed into the baat, T held the over-sized
cooler lid open while John flipped the hal-
ibut in. 1 slammed the lid shut snd imme-
dintely the cooler started bouncing around
on the floor like o giant Mexican jumping
bean, JTohn then headed for Tim's side of
the boat where he helped land a gorgeous
red snapper, The first ten minutes had sun-
ply been incredible. We could hardly wail
to see what the rest of the day would bring:

I dropped my line back in the water and
found bottom again at 120 feet. Keeping
my spoon ¢lose to the bottom, | bfted the
rod and let the weight fall until 1 felt it hit
bottiom. The vibrations and action help to
attrnet fishoin the dork, deep water,
The tide worked the spoon in a
continual flutlering motion and it
wasn't long uniil there was o =olid
tug on the end of the line. | set the
Bk haed but there wosn't msch
givee in the line. The violent head-
shakes surged powerfully through
my stubby fshing o, 1 simply
hung on and waited for the thrash-
ing o stop. This was a higger hal-
ibut that caused the muscles inmy
arms o start buming. | love fish-
ing the bottom; you never Know
what is golng (o come (o the <ie-
face and the action is always
stgady.

The halibul came into view,
halding flat in the water, parallel
o the surface. The strength of
these bottem dwelling predatoes is
incredible. When it finally broke
the surface close o the boat, John
gave instructions 1o flip open the
cooler lid and 1 was finally able o
tuke the stroin off my uems.

We did several slow drifts with the tide
to sty over productive areas of the hank,

Tim and I fought
fish for most of the
day, often having
double-headers.

We landed seme wreafic halibot up (o 40-
pomndy alomg with red snapper, lingeod,
tiger rockhish, and an assortment of other
rocklish that provided s spectacle ol
colours, shapes and spiny features.

John knows the Swiltsure Banks well
and he has most of the prochuctive, fish
holding areas logged nto s GPS. We
ried o variety of depths where s o
shelves were present, The Bank is an ideal
feeding area for the bottom dwelling fish



of the Pacific. The relentless ides provide sy menl. We fished the Bank for most of wn deep while the coho salmon were
wocontinuous food source and the wothy | the day before deciding o pack i the jig orking the surface inoa feeding freney. I
creatures of the depths om pass up an | gng gear and clamp the downriggers o d £ that John kept the boa

the gunoels, With the abundonce of feed in cdled Tor port or we misy have never golt

the apen water, schools of actively feeding | off the water, The salmon kept us busy for
salmon work the despwater areas around | more than an hour before John gave us the
the Bunk, so we decided w woll back | sizool that i was time (o Bead Tor the inlet,
fowands Port Renfrew before having to [ have fished the West Coast onom
bring an end o our fishing adventure,
The sonar unit showed lots of activity in S8 N Tim Fenson and Gaptain John
the deep water and the long trolling rods
were put (o ise with the same spoons we
fead wsed for jigging. We placed the rods in
the holders on the downnggers and su
back to woak up some sun and réminisce
about the gwesome bottom lshing we had
eaperienced, however, (here wasn't much
time for nostalgia.
I heard the line relesse from the o
with a resounding Tim jumped for
the rod and ma e the hook was set. | occasions but | will always  fondly
The line peeled off the reel and a big grin | remember the Swillsure Bank. 1t is simiply
emerged on Tim's face incredible. Tim had a tremendous day of
What do you think of the [ish- irsts, cotching an least wen different specics
of tish he had never expenenced before, It
ms excited laugh was the only #nswer | was 2 real thrll being able to get bim out
I needed. on the open sens and Joln made sore that
After a solid batle, the choome, 17- | bath of vs were comfomable and well
pound chinook was carefully guided imo | 1a care of),
the landing net. We mashed to get the line The trip back took longer than expected
hack in the water. The chinooks were we stopped o ke pictures of anglers
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* No itching
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= Retains insulaning values even when wet

* Twice the thermal rating (of any symthetic material}

= MO shrinking

* Durability (5 times the lite of 100% wool)
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QUICK SILVER®

Big water !

2 SIZES
3V &4V

Proven action for
trout and salmon.

Genuine
silver or black
perl. Realistic
bait fish patterns.

WHITEFISH

Big fish spoons !

4 SIZES

3 " to 6"
{';' : s E4I_< gnlj:i or
/ “i7s.  genuine silver
CH finishes.

Another Williams
classic since 1950
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fighting big Tyee-class chinook along the
shoreline. John does offer strictly salmon
charters, but there was no way [ would
have pnssed an opporunity to otton fish
the Swifisure Bank. We cruised back
tawards the protected port and Johin insist-
ed we make one more stop, Our Captain

in sunscreen bcﬁm: ll:ﬂﬁl_:g_:_ We
cleaned the few [ish tha we had kept
and thanked our skipper for an oul-
standing day on the Pacific.

We drove our tired bodies back
the comforts of our cedar guesthouse
at the Soule Creek Lodge, o local Bed
and Breakfast, The lodge was built on
the San Juan Ridge, providing a view of
the Strot of Juan de Foca from one sidie,
and the protected inlet housing Port
Renfrew on the other. The brothers that
own the B & B are both internationally
trained chefs and they treated us w 'a din-
ner thit was fit for rovalty, Standing on the

TOURISM CONTACTS

There is so much to see and do on Vancouver |sland and in Victorla that anyone
planning a visit to the region should plan for extra days, To check out activities, features
and attractions for sauthern Vancouver Island visit any of the following web sites:

* Tourtsm Britlsh Columbia: www.HelloBG.com

* Tourism Victora: v, tourismyictoria.com

* Tourism Association of Vancouver |sland: wew.islands.be.ca
* Island Quifitters: waw. Tishingvictoria.com.

hiod several crab traps set close (o lown
and he offered us the chance w pull them
and trest oursalves o some Dungencss
crabs - if there were any in the capes. |
think questioning whether there were any
crabs was John's way of leasing us at the
end of the day. The traps had enough legal-
sized crabs to provide us with a fesst and
another great experience to round oot the
day.

By the nme we tied up a1 the wharf, it
seemed like we had put in o very full day.
It wasn't hard to tell how John developed
his rugped outdoor appesrance. [ was
awfully glad that | had smothered mysell

deck to let owr dinner settle, we enjoved
the show as two black bears frolicked on a
hill, We watched then until the sun set on
our great day on the West Coast. €5




